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Wednesday, April 8, 2026
Angel Barajas, District 5 Supervisor
Sheila Allen, Board Chair, Yolo Supervisors
625 Court Street
Room 204
Woodland, Ca. 95695

Honorable Supervisors, 

We, the Board of Commissioners of the Capay Valley Fire Protection District, write to you today to voice our concerns over the continued release of old tires into Cache Creek from a County-permitted dump dating back to the 1970’s. This problem was brought to the County’s attention in June of 2025, and we have yet to hear of a long-term solution. 

Last year, thousands of old tires were recovered from the waterway, and the creek bank continues to erode releasing more tires. These have been washing up on our beaches and becoming trapped in dense vegetation along the creek bank. We feel that this is a significant and ongoing environmental issue.

Though we are extremely concerned with the aesthetic damage to the creek, and the impact to riparian habitat, our primary concern as a Fire Protection District is the introduction of hazardous fuels into the wildland. Burning tires release toxic smoke and oils, and fires along the creek are not uncommon in the Capay Valley. We are concerned about potential respiratory issues for our personnel, as well as our residents, and we are concerned with the difficulty in preventing toxic runoff from entering the creek. 

As we move into the 2026 fire season, we would appreciate Yolo County informing us of the remediation plan in place for the site, including methodology and timelines, so that we can keep our residents aware of the progress, and so that our operational personnel can make informed decisions about appropriate firefighting tactics. We hope that the Board will recognize that the fire service has a stake in this just as the multitude of agencies with direct jurisdiction over the creek, the wildlife, and the water, and look forward to being updated as to your cleanup coordination efforts.

Sincerely,

Judith Redmond - Chair
Mark Burns – Vice Chair
Caleb Sehnert – Commissioner
Wyatt Cline – Commissioner
Dawnmarie Eason - Commissioner

Capay Valley Fire Protection District
O:530-796-3300
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