


Minutes of the Capay Valley Fire Protection District Commissioners

[bookmark: _Hlk159329822]Monday June 8, 2026  

1. Meeting Called to Order:
The regular meeting of the Capay Valley Fire Protection District Board of Commissioners was opened and called to order at 6:30 PM by Board Chair Judith Redmond. Board Members Present Vice Chair Mark Burns, Wyatt Cline and Dawnmarie Eason. Caleb Sehnert arrived at 6:48. Also present was Fire Chief and District Secretary Jesse Capitanio. 

2. Reading and approval of prior meeting minutes:
A motion was made by Dawnmarie to approve the May 11 meeting minutes, seconded by Wyatt, and passed by all present.

3. Correspondence:
The district did not receive any correspondence. 

4. Public Comment: 
There was no public comment.

5. Old Business:	

5.1 CVERA Update:
CVERA has continued to take training courses from FEMA for CERT accreditation.
Judith suggests that a CVERA member could help with planning for the 100-year anniversary party.
Jesse hopes to help with more hands-on training for CVERA.
Jesse gave an update on CVERA defensible space projects – 2 cleanups have been accomplished, and two more are scheduled in Guinda. There may be an opportunity to use grant funding for some tree removal.

5.2 Project Updates

5.2.1 Station 22: 
Jesse and Kristen Wraithwall (of Yolo County) met with a staffer for Senator Padilla to give information about the appropriations project. The project has been picked up by both Padilla and Congressman Thompson, but Padilla’s office may offer a higher level of funding.  Some of the improvement projects are in the draft budget to be completed if funding is not achieved.
 
5.2.2 Station 21:
The Doyuti T’uhkama fund rejected our funding application for station replacement – word is that they chose not to fund any applications from Fire agencies. This project needs to move forward and is included in the draft budget. Jesse will work on the RFP, looking for anyone who wants to deconstruct or demo and scrap the existing structure.

5.3 Engine 23 Surplus:
Jesse hopes to have bids to open next month after taking care of SMOG and advertising the sale.

5.4 FY 27 Budget and Salary Schedule:
CVFPD is required to approve a salary schedule each year, Jesse presented a draft including a 2.63% COLA. This was a median adjustment between the Social Security COLA and the Bay Area cost index inflation for this year. The Board reviewed the salary schedule and requested that more steps be added to the available positions to allow for higher advancement within each role.

Dawnmarie made a motion to adopt a 2.63% cost of living increase effective the first pay period in July which was seconded by Caleb. The motion passed unanimously.

The Board reviewed the budget draft for FY27, Jesse will double-check the fuel line item considering recent price increases, and he will add the cost of an HVAC installation for Station 22 if grant funding is not approved. A final draft will be available at the July meeting for approval.

5.5 Tire Dump 
Yocha Dehe has proposed a cleanup of the Eastern bank of Cache Creek from the exposed tire site down to Nichols Park using the California Conservation Corps. The County does not appear to be taking on any of the financial burden for the removal or disposal of the tires. After the cleanup the site will be excavated and removed. Jesse reminded the County that they had expressed willingness to find grant funding for removal and disposal by Cache Creek Conservancy volunteers.

6. New Business
6.1 Town Hall Meeting Agenda – discussion
 Jesse presented a draft agenda and a flyer for the upcoming town hall meeting. Judith requested that the flyer be bi-lingual. Jesse will take care of it. Presentation to focus on current condition of staffing, current and future projects. Board members suggested pulling some call statistics for the presentation, highlighting search and rescue efforts, CVERA projects, grant funding, and walk-in calls. Judith to speak about Commission process and budget, Kristen Webster to present on CVERA.

6.2 RCD Scope of work and Contract draft – discussion
Jesse presented a proposal by RCD to contract fuels reduction, wildfire prevention, and education services from Capay Valley Fire. This is work we are already doing funded by a grant managed by RCD, and this would streamline the reimbursement process.


7. Chief’s Report: 
Jesse dropped off the old minutes ledgers with Yolo County Archives for digitization and gifted them copies of all the documents. Digitized copies will go up on the website.
Jesse is working on prescribed burn planning, but the process began late and he is not confident that we can get the work done before the burn permit suspension goes into place.
Jesse met with the Yolo County Parks division and toured several regional parks while advocating for better maintenance and reinforcing the secondary benefits such as fire breaks and landing zones that we get from the facilities.
Matthew and Ed attended a lithium-ion battery safety training funded by PG&E which was really informative and will inform our tactics here in the valley.
Jesse is working on creating standard operating guidelines for the district, which is a slow process.
Jesse sent an email out to the head of Community Services – Adam Fieseler – reiterating the County’s responsibility for fire safety inspections on commercial buildings. There has been mention from the County about trying to assign these responsibilities to a county position, and Jesse will try to get more information about any plan that might be developing.

14 calls in May – there was a red flag event where we sent assistance to Dunnigan but had zero calls in the valley.


8. Firefighters’ Association:
4th of July upcoming.

9. Other Agenda Items:
None.

10. Review Budget and Approve Payment of Bills:
The Board reviewed the current budget vs. actuals report and reviewed the June claims. Caleb made a motion to approve the claims and was seconded by Dawnmarie. The motion was passed by all present.


11. Meeting Adjournment:
Caleb moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 pm. Seconded by Mark and passed by all present.


 Judith Redmond, Chairman _________________________________ 

Jesse Capitanio, Secretary_______________________________
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